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NEW RELEASE   

ABU DHABI, UAE 

 
DLA PIPER ADVISES ON CONSTRUCTION 
OF WORLD’S LARGEST CONCENTRATED 
SOLAR POWER PLANT 

DLA Piper Middle East, the leading full service 
business law firm in the region, advised 
Abener Energia on the construction contract of 
Shams 1, the world’s largest concentrated 
solar power plant (CSP).   

The US$ 600 million plant, to be built in the 
UAE's Capital Abu Dhabi, is the first of its kind in 
the Middle East. 

To fund, develop and operate the 100 megawatt 
facility, Masdar, the Abu Dhabi’s multifaceted 
renewable energy initiative, has formed a joint 
venture with Total, the French oil company, and 
Abengoa, a Spanish solar company and Abener 
Energia's parent company. Abener Energia and its 
sister company, Teyma Uruguay will execute the 
construction work of the facility.  

DLA Piper's Stephen Webb made several 
observations about the project and the firm's role:  

“There has been little doubt that Abu Dhabi has 
been, and is continuing, taking renewable energy 
seriously.   

 

 

 

 

This project is a significant step in establishing the 
country's credentials not just in terms of 
committing to renewable energy, but well and 
truly putting serious money into the sector.” 

“With the introduction of organisations such as 
Masdar and IRENA in Abu Dhabi, renewable 
energy investment opportunities are growing 
across the region. This has created a need for a 
deeper understanding of these types of projects 
and government support and legal structures 
needed to ensure they succeed and can attract 
financing.   

We have worked on many solar projects globally 
and were delighted to support Abener Energia 
throughout the Shams project” . 

The DLA Piper team that advised Abener Energia 
was led by Abu Dhabi Office Managing Partner 
Stephen Webb and Senior Associate Catherine 
McDougall, along with Anthony Ellis, Dan Brown 
and Simar Berrached.   

Construction of the facility, which is registered as 
a project under the United Nations’ Clean 
Development Mechanism (CDM) and is eligible 
for carbon credits, is scheduled to start this month 
with completion scheduled in two years. 


